
THE CHILDREN’S SHAKESPEARE FESTIVALS 
INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS

 The Children’s Shakespeare Festivals engage with over 50 primary schools across the north west in eleven 
festivals. Each festival culminates in a large scale, inter-school performance on stage at the most prestigious 
theatres in our region. But this is just the tip of the iceberg. The CSF model is designed to inspire and empower 
teachers to become confident practitioners of drama-based pedagogies, as well as to support the development 
of an engaging and exciting literacy curriculum that significantly improves pupil outcomes. 

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PROJECT FEE? 

INITIAL CPD PHASE 
• A!endance at the initial launch meeting for all 

staff a!ending the residential 
• Places for 2 x school staff per class on the 24 hour 

teacher residential at Conway Centre, Anglesey 
• Delivery of the scheme of work in full by the 

North West Drama team 
• Overnight accommodation for school staff during 

your residential 
• Evening meal, breakfast and lunch during your 

residential 
• Refreshments (tea, coffee) during your residential 

EXPLORATION PHASE 
• Half day launch workshop per class with your 

festival director 
• Full access to the scheme of work and all 

necessary resources 
• Support from your festival director by phone or 

email as required 

DEVISING PHASE 
• A!endance for 2x school staff per class at the 

half day midpoint meeting at the theatre venue 
• Full access to music and sound effects to support 

devising and rehearsal 
• Support from your festival director by phone or 

email as required 
• A half day directing visit per class from your 

festival director prior to your final performance 

PERFORMANCE PHASE 
• Possible run through with all performing classes 

at a local venue prior to performance day 
• Technical meeting with the theatre team to 

finalise sound, lighting and music 
• Technical rehearsal on stage for each class prior 

to their final performance 
• Risk assessment documents to support your own 

planning for the performance day 
• Live musician during your technical rehearsal 

and final performance 
• Professional photography of your class’s dress 

rehearsal which is made available only to you 

ARE THERE ANY OTHER COSTS TO SCHOOLS? 
• The project fee does not cover transport costs to and 

from the theatre for your technical rehearsals and 
performance. Please be aware that for some festivals, 
the technical rehearsal is on a separate day to the 
performance. We encourage schools to share transport 
to reduce this cost where possible 

• The project fee does not cover the cost of the coloured 
t-shirts your class will wear during their final 
performance, and props or costume items you choose 
to use. We have a number of schools who already have 
several colours of t-shirts, and we encourage schools 
to swap and share these as much as possible

The Children’s Shakespeare Festivals are produced 
by North West Drama. 2018 marks our tenth 
anniversary of unlocking Shakespeare for primary 
aged children. There’s never been a be!er time to 
join this highly acclaimed project. 

The current cost of the project per school is £1800 
(plus reclaimable VAT) for one class, and £900 for 
any additional classes. 

To register your interest please contact: 

Ma! Wardle, Creative Producer 

ma!@northwestdramaservices.co.uk  
You’ll also find more information on our website: 

northwestdramaservices.co.uk 


